
Q: I want to post a photo/PDF in Classroom but want students to answer questions on 
the photo/PDF. What is the best way for students to “type” on it so they can answer the 
questions on the photo/PDF and submit to me? (Thank you to Richard Sevilla for provided this 
tip)  
A: When you share a photo or a PDF, it is not meant to be edited. However, if you want to 
receive student responses regarding a PDF you share, the most ‘student-friendly’ way is to 
share this photo or PDF in a Google doc. Once it is in a Google doc, it can be posted on Google 
Classroom and students can Turn In. 
 
For example, below, I have a DNA worksheet (PDF) that I want students to answer. If I post this 
PDF, students can only view it. If formatted like shown below, students can see the sheet on the 
left-hand side, but they can answer on the right-hand side. Scroll below for some tips on how to 
do this. 

 
How to set this up: 

1) Create a new doc. Go to File then Page Set up. Orient the Google Doc to Landscape 
and change the margins to .5 (so we maximize the doc size) 



 
2) Go to Insert then Table. Make a table so the photo/PDF goes on the left and answers go 

on the right. Tip: The # of rows on the table should match how many questions are on 
the sheet. 

 
3) So you have a place to put your photo/PDF on the left, select the left column’s cells , 

right click, then ‘Merge cells’. Leave the right column’s cells so you can put 1, 2, 3, etc to 
correspond to your PDF’s questions. 

 
4) Then insert the photo/PDF on the left-hand side and put the question #s on the 

right-hand side for students to answer. 



 
It will look like this, then attach it as you would as an assignment on Google Classroom. 

 
CLICK HERE for a video on how to do this (no audio). 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p-AoQTKZyDNAJa3qgs7_UBCVpTdnSG9C/view?usp=sharing

